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Phatograpty by Andy M

Spaghetti with
American sauce
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The Moto Guzzi California Il disguises

its past-a with a tasty American dressing

MNo compromise motorcycles are nice.
When a bike makes a statement
about its function thera's no
confusion. The rider knows
immediately where the machine is
headed and has a fair idea of what it
will do, Take the ltalian Moto Guzzi
California Il for instance. Massive
styling, 949cecs of loping V-twin
fourstroke engine and enough
chrome to dazzle a blind man on a
sunny day cry out for the highway
and hot weather, There is no way
this bike will lat you be misled by its
Intant. Laisuraly erulsing, posing in
the high street and gobbling up
miles of road.

The distinctlive siyling with tinled screen,
feotboards and high curved handlebars has
its origin firmly rooted in the States The
layout was conceived for bikes supplied to
the Californta Highway Police department,
but does not complataly hide the histaric
charlsma of the Moto Guzzi marque

The heart of the shaft drive Calitomia |l is
Maoto Guzii's pushrod motor with a 90 degres
trensverse vee configuration. This version
pokas out B5bhp at a slumbaring 87 00rpm.
Tha large, soft motor [ naw for this bike, the
earlier 860 T3 Galifornia carrying the Bddcc
motar of the Guzzi T3 which is still sold in

European guise. Extra capacity has baan
found by opening out the 850's Bamm bore
{o B8mm without altering the TAmm stroke.
Despite the extra capacity 3.5bhp has been
lost to the emaller engine but maximum
pawer is developed 300mom earlier and
torgue is a grunting 55.7Ib.4 developed at
S200rpm. The 950cc Mk || version waes
refeased al the 1882 Milan Show and salls
for E2E03 including tax,

Lubrication is wet sump and two 30mm
carbureltors leed the cylinders. A 8.2:1
compression ratlo demands the use of four
star petral

There are twa lusl 1aps, one leeding each
carbursttor. A small, plastic, apring-loaded
choke lever |s mounted above the lefthand
carh

A round plastic head is fitted 1o tha ignition
Kay, This nesds 10 be liddiad with avery ime
the ignition is switched on, as the key ring
consistently gets in the way. The ring
carries kays for the panniers, steering and
seal locks: None have a very positive action.

Starting on the Guzziis electric only. A
OLTRW starter motor sping the enging
effortiessly, but both the side stand and
clutch lever have safety cutouts and nesd o
be pulled in bafore the engine will fire.
Ignition is by traditional coll and battary with
cantact breaker points

Once warm the engine setiles into a lumpy,
stow, but very reliable tickovar, YWhan he

Words by Tim Rumball

thrattle is biipped with the bike stationary
torgue reaction from the heavy fhywheal
causes tha bike to rock gently from side 1o
Hicka

An armchalr seating position is formed on
the ridar by tha high, raked-back handlebars,
bucket .“.I'lﬂpe-d aeal and lorward mounied
gearchange and brake pedals. My immediate
thought was that this would ba horribly
uncomfortable. But the high, tinted screen
has a vary effective wind breaking action,
Alr 13 pushed round behind the rider and in
wet weather this can give riza to the odd
siluation of having a dry frant and a wat
back The reversed alr flow alao causes
visors an full face helmeis to lift and flap
aboul il thay areg nol pinned closed, That
can be evoided by wearing an open faced
lid, adequale from the paint of view of
comfart on this machine, and eseential for
the posing image

Thi fixed screéen s tall, with a chrome trim,
and riders of short stature are forced to look
through the tinted perspex It's rather like
watching bala, and not canducive 10 pracies
road observation. For taller riders it is
possible 1o look ovar the top bul the chrome
trim obstructs vision, Belng quite lanky |
awvercame the problem by sitting on tha
pilion seal. This gava (grhj.ugh |I6|.gh! 10 100k
aver the top without pushing me into the air
fiow, but made the front end of the bike feel
light and the steering skittizh, It did offer an



altarnative 1o the hard and uncomiortakds
drlvar's saal which traps (he rider In e
deap scallopad wal

Filllon passangears fared litile bettor, Thero's
less room than there foocks on that King and
Queen seat and it proved to be cramped
two up. The seat slope also piiches the
alllian fersard, 5o Keasing a light kald of tha
ample grak rall tg easantlal. Pity wa can't
have tha Amarican G5 version with a fatias
parodile, although this is guite a differeat
ik 1ine |1 8 Based on the sami-automatic
Guzzi G5 Convarl with a manual gearbox
Convarsian,

Tha footboards desens a spocial credit.
Thay offor lofs of room to mova your feat
aboout and do not hinder cparation of the
foot brake or rocking gearchange pedal
Sinca the aura of the bike doses not encourags
fast cornering, the limis thay and the broad
reaching crashhars place on comanng
clearanod ara not noticable. For samae ridars
ihe lelthand cylindar was (oo closa o KRaas
and shing tor comiart bt | found ancugh
room on the loothoard to keap my lag outl of
the way.

Goarchanging ks clunky and can ba
axtramely difficult i only the tose is used
Oince the technigue is mastered of kicking
tha beck of the ahifter for up changes and
the front for down it's not so bad. However
when the engine gets hot the dry, double
disc clutch, which s heavy to operate at
best, eeems to ewell and changing gear can
dagenarate into a frenzied stomping
panliculary whaen the bike is siationary,
Fortunalely the mator (s wery flaxile Top
(filth) gear is guite high But fourth will pall
almost from fickovar,

Real punch from the long stroke motor
comas in at 4000rpm. The bike can be
cruiged at s maximum spead of just over
100mph, but the enging sounds strained.
Eighty i& battar. Al thig spead engine noise
I& nol so harsh, and less i3 rediaciad at the
driver fram [he aorasn. 118 a maasura ol 1ha
manulfacturer's inabillty o disguise an
axoellent Guzzi motareyala banaath all the
fash and chrome that the bike willed fhe
ridar to travel guickly, This is no Harlay o
the heart, it's a racar with a ball and chain.
Final drive is by cardan shaft with bavel
geera. |l trenamita power in Buch & direct
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Enging ig a fwin oylinder, foursiroke,
pushrod dosign displacing 948 .8cc. Two
30mm Dall'Orto carbs fead the cylindars
Geaarchanga with axtonsive linkage and
massive rocking pedal is cumbersome.
Footboards with rubber slip mats are
excellent allowing the left leqg to be
repositioned eway from protroding cylindser
Massive side stand has an angine cut
oul, and rubbar covarad pog halt way wp
| att for folding out Substantial crash
bars front and rear offer good protection.
Starter motor is mountad in line behing
the crankoase. ., . Fuse box and paper

air filter alament housed benesth lefthand
side cover. Carburetiors must be removed
1o gain access to filter, Flowing tank and
zeat lines glve a good ride positlon.

Instrument console

Rav counter (laft] is red linad at 8000rpm
bul engine powear fades above TO0O0rpm.
Woltmater (top) keeps an aye on tha 12V,
24Ah battery charge. Indicator warmning
lights mountad eliner side. Spesdomsater
{right) i= fairly accurate al 100mph and
housas odametar and 1rip Trip resal
buttan mounted on righthand side of
console, Warning lights for high boam,
lighta, oil prassure, battery charge and
nautral waork but have vague illumination
Ignition key has & plastic head with key
ring through the side. Aing made complete
Insertion of key difficult. The same key
opens the locking fusl tank fep. Strong
mounting erms for the linted screan
enslky stood up o 100mpn erdis ng, Bul
are no! adjuslabla

Toolkit access
Lockeble s=gt lifts from tne front axposing
the toalkit. Kit is subsiantial but does not
Include & pressure gaugs for tha akr
adjustabla front and rear sespension
Batte raY.

SENNIers are
carrying handles
Lids are key locked with press releasa
catches elther side. They have a good
capacity but will not take & halmet. Grab
relf behind the seat s thin but well
placad Plllion foofrasls are well posilioned,
but passengers arg thrown forward by
the steaply angled seat, and thara is not
a lot of room, Twistgrip action is heavy,
bul has @ fection damper which acts as

a cruma control, Mirross are too small

and thair images tlurr,
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ENGINE

Tm ol T ] :31 ¥ fman foursiroks. Bore K stroke: 80 ¥
oz Compression ru.'llu' G231 Carburettor:
'Ie- Oirtiy I sl fype Max bhp: 88 & Ao Max borgue:

& 300

1884, Fnd 808
ey

FRAME and FORKS
Frame: Totoinr sswe Somive cradie
From swepesspos T

hadanited moregntitee® oo
gamzcs Ress sorpemson:
i WY T CRICEE] @ EREEnee Do
Sprangy a0l cammee wmrx v pre-boaa’l
pratons Frost tewed £ 8o
A 1 ' Castor pngla: 57 dogreos

WHEELS and BRAKES

Front tyre sige: 72080 518 Fear tyre aigs:
1 FO/ROHTE Froe benke Twin |1 G0, dE0R
Sim s Aedd MEC S

Bamaining i1

ELECTRICS [
Ignition: Ganlerpood weh contact Sveaiers
Battary: 12 24A% Afersadcr SH0W max DIMENSIONS
Headlight; BL-55W A4 TRib'stop lamp- 52 71W Length: 2300 Width: 3506/ Helght: §1.6in |
Indicators: 21 W Warning Sghta: Turn, oil Whee|bass: §1.8in Ground claarance: 88
ArEESWE, pensreion meutral S =, high Dry welght: 557110 Fusl lank: 5.5081 o 1
beam, 1.2W. PEEEr |
I
COMPARISONS
- - s
Make Speed | 55 % mile Dry | Claimed bhp | mpg | Price
prong prong walght | inc.Tax
Guazi Callfornia Il | feemen v 557k | 65 @ 6700w | 41 | £28p8
Harlay FLT 1340 | Tobesh | #505eec/Bimph | 7RSI | A0 @ 5200mm | 48| £EAGD
Kawasakl Z1000LTD | raseen | 11 S8sac/T1dmph | ST2/b. | B5@ BS00rom | 44 | ET9FE
Yamaha XVTS0SE | rosmps | rigseecBemph 487 | A1 @ Fo0npm ] 48 £iadl
BMW R100RS 12imph | [3dds=c/iGimnh | 483l | 70 @ 7000/ | 98 | 3879
Yamaha TR1 1000 t18mph | f2sdsec/inomph | 481 | 7o @ mA0Dem | 40 | £X028

Linked brakes

Footbrake pedal operates single 9.5in
rear diso-and tha righthand frant 11.8in
disc. The system gives powsrful, controlled
braking. Thers |s & rod linkage from the
oedal to the mpasier cylimder and fegeroir
Bangath tha righthand sde cover, Ancass

4 good, Alternalor is mounbed at the
forward and of the crankshafl. Cuput is
2800, Finnad sump holds 5.5 pints of oil
and the gearoox 1.25 pints. Despiy
valanced mudguard protects angine well
but takes a lof of cleaning. Front fork has
balanced air assistance working &t 8
oressure of 42, 5psl A garage air line will
fit tul it's sasy to overload the Saaks
Twwin Fiamm air horns are Bnght chrarmad,
and powerful. Headlight is 60/55W
helogen.

—— Se——

Gleaming behind

Shaft drive mekesa up 1he righthand arm
of the swinging forke There is & cush
drive in the rear hub but action of the
shalt ls sl Herce, Air assksied shock
ahsorbers hava live pre-lcad settings
and thrao inches of travel. They cope
winll with road bumpsa and the bike's
waight. Fannier frames are substantial
and give a rigld maunting for tha boxes
The beck-end of the bike wauld loak less
of a plumbers nightmare [ thess wers
paintad black, Casl 18 inch wheels ITront
and rear carry 120,80H18 tubed Piralli
Gargdans which have good grip and straight
line stability, Same-size tyras give the
bike an Electraglide fook Carrying rack
is long and =im with reasonable capacdy.
Silencers are big but not guiet.
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fashion despite the cush drives in the
geerbox 2nd rear hub that mistakes in the
direction of gear shifting are 1o be avolded
like the plague

Stability s exgedlent on the arlginal Pirall
Gordon tyres, 12080H18 fran! and rear
Thae bike could Be challad around in circles
on full Inck with complete confitiencn, Thare
is a wistgrip dampar on the throttle which
acls a5 a cruise control. One crazy lunatic
on the staff tightened thiz down and rode
two up, hands off the bars at 80mph, He's
glive to report that the bike held its line
urflinchingly and lsaned predictably through
bends. Throttle action is heavy and the thick
grips accaniual@ tha lang reach 1o the
lewvisrs On long runs it eausad thumb Grmp
During the course of the MIRA testing
sassion the California twice threw a tantrum
on full throttle runs, ence spewing oil up the
track, the second time dropping a carburetior
needle, thus defying cur attempts to obtain
performance figurea. On its first trip back to
tha Importers, Coburn and Hughes, where a2
blocked ofl breather wasa found to be the
probiem, they decided to try some different
Iyres on the bike Deapite the excallant
perormancs of Dundop Red Armows on othar
machirngs the California objecied slrongly
Try ng | did (o ovarricle the problem the bike
refused to oblige, fesling edgy and unstat:le
at low speed. At higher speed the problem
dissppearad

A duplex cradle frame halds the motor with
boelanced alrassistance front and rear, the
upside-down mounted rear units also heving
live pra-ioad adjustments. Ridden within the
dictatos of its stvling the Bika i vary
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comfortable — apart from that unforgiving
seal. Road bumps dre not transmitted to the
rider and the bike can be flicked through
bends with great gusto. Yes, the word
flicked is appropriate. Most of the bike's
5511b dry weight is low in the frame making
-directional changes quick. Even the screen
does little to upset stability although gusty
cross winds can push the bike off line.

The California has a 5.5 gallon patrol tank
with a locked flap over the filter cap. It is
opened with the ignition key and often
jammed. The tank gives a range of about
230 miles. including 0.75gal reserve, Average
consumption worked out at 42 mpg during
the test and varied little. A worst figure of
39mpg and a best of 43mpg reflect use
varying from 90mph thrashes up to London
and gentle country road pottering When the
test bike ran on to reserve the engine
simply cut dead, giving no warning and
could prove to be embarrassing with two
taps to switch over.

Massive engine braking from the 9.2:1
compression motor supplements twin 11.8in
hydraulic discs at the front of the bike and a
single 9.5in disc at the rear. The foot brake
operates the rear and one of the front discs,
while the handlebar lever works the other.
Used alone the lever brake is poor and it
takes time to get used to the foot brake
being more effective.

A narrow chromed rack and capacious
panniers enhance the California's touring
image. The panniers are guick release affairs
locked onto a framewark either side of the
rear whael. Each has a locking lid and
carrying handle. They are very good, but
won't take a helmet.

Handlebar switches are low profile and
pyramid shaped. They are confusing, small
and vague in operation. The lights switch on
the left console looks like it's on when it's
off, and the indicator switch is mounted too
high.

The bike is equipped with side and centre
stands, but only the massive side stand was
ever used. It can be quite a stretch to
retract, but is simple and less of a heave
than rolling the back wheel off the ground,

Might riding is rendered almost impossible
for shorter rides by the tinted screen. The
BO/E55W halogen headlight beam produced
a good spread of light.

For all its faults the bike has charm. | had
never realised how many Californias there

are on the road until | rode the Mk 1.
Owners would pull alongside, nod and motor
on, and that's a lot of what it's all about.
Flashy chrome stripes down the mudguard,
a white and black King and Queen seat,
tinted screen and high bars. They're all
show, a nightmare to clean in winter, but a
step away from the average bland Jap
offering. If you fahcy a cool, relaxed image

- for the summer, grab a California 1l and

head for the highway B
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