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It's a bit tough trying to establish
view of a certain

sitisr

apacity Larn-

we still, having owmed,

rished, cuddied and cursed
original prototype of the

in guestion, pretending

rity is just a bit on the

Strong as in Lim-

brothers and sis-
step out of the
et Iar'tu.dlhr OWH § nd ride a

never mur}u::h..-:l. in Burope,
- \.'u]:-ulha ni-

fed bleedin® great valves, The
em wasn'L par-
l1n.u]d1'h noigy, bul there again.
it wasn't that resirictive either,
Hey Presta! The Californ
has an air filter 1i
iuberculosis victim. Bigger 0mm
e focd midget valves located
in fuelfemission-efficient cylin-
der hr',-:iu:h. The e.\'ha.u i are

full welly is the pipes, rather
than the more traditional m

gobbling of the inlet tracts All
the same, the compression ratio
and stroke have survived deve-
lopmeni, messing, tinkering,
gte, It must be something to do

Willis spills the beans on the
California fen year trick=only the
frame’s been changed to profect
the innocent
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don Metropolitan
needle but the bike
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cern i stll making
formia. The bike has
m almost every detail

il more-

of not more than two 5

what a good t-:nuring tli:kf it
makes, or what a good §

bike it makes

that the whole of Milton Keynes

will resent you. . .

hat re
B 4

ten Iung years hm-

with & mere one po

in power, coupled with 4 reduc-
tion in useful torgue. This zorTy
b

technospeak level, emussi
lations are all ahout Thu. £}
had a gestural all'
lotned dire
0 no less, feeding into 29mm
rias which, in their turn,

with magie numl
The reet of it will n ne
same apain. The G
tifully gear-drive
appeared
replaced by som
bogchain-powere
was bleedin® Ja
fink. Instead of the enomm
Bosch penerator Iocated b
ween the i

i:u:l on the front end o
n.r.mh. Sumu-.hﬁ ]

EVET,

warp. Guzzi lumps are Guze
lumps. Drivers of heavy earth-
moving machinery wiil still be
familiar with the throtthe res-
ponss below three grand on the

ifle Lorquey tract
are best at mi
speads, This is e
in their prac '.‘:f pe
Between 50 and B0 miles per
hour, they camn their keep li
few other cycles ever made.
Sure enough, they are also cap-
able of dming the biz at the wop
end, but not without clear regis-
tration of grievances, After rela-
tively short periods of high-speed
abuse, the shop steward steps in
and orders an immediate oo
ing of tappets and volumin
gection of oil through head
breath warned, their
militancy is the product of many
strupple.

1 has
- onward
march of time, unfo
tunately, with only trivial
changes. The dry cluich sur-
ives well in terms of
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CALIFORNIAN FRAME

tinental tounng, e, when it aln't
used that much. Typical urban

rigger-happy comsurmplion means
kissing the plates arefvideret at
little more than SO0 mille inter-
vils. A new clutch involves dis-
mounting the engine and splitting
it from the gearbox.

The anly thing different with
the gearbox is the ratios. For
some perverted reason. all the
gearing is lower than in days of
yore, despite the clamed in-
crease in power, The unit is still
the ancient agncoltural pit it
always was. Changes are slow,
selection is less positive
and neutral is nothing but & piss-
taker, The wsual Heath-Rohinson
hinkape, deliberately slack to
cope with the feeble rewm spr-
ing, FUATATIEES VARIENESS.

Fu1al drive components, too,
remain unchanged, except for 4
reduction in the massive oil
capacity of the old bevel box,
Guzzi shafi drive is robust,
which is just as well because the
factory ethos seems to be that
transmissiont  shock-absorbers
are for poofters, not for the

boys in the Kings Road
Highway Patrol.

The frame, at frst squint,
seems o have been totally
transformed. The GT had &
somewhat artistic double-cradie
skebeton with a large diameter
central spine. It was eurvaceous
and sexy, bul resulted in embar-
r'asm r ground clearance.

]ﬂ.{ Fmaaslrls own version al’
thE standard, modern, Guzzi
bolt-up  chassis. This is pro
bably one of the best production
fremes made, featuring the
engme.-fgnarb-:rx unit hl::igu:g i
B CI
o A ml’ m]s attached to
o mﬁwljﬁannd headstock

The fun stans when industrial
archeclopists like me spot that
today's clever ftem is made on
cxactly the same jig s the anti-
gue 1972 frame — all the
reference points match up, Bear-
ing this in mind, it becomes
easier o comprehend why the
Mk 11 feels almost exactly the
same @s the GT once it's rol-

ling.
“%"here is, however, somethi:ﬁ_
10 be gainad from a decade
running on the spot. Chucking
the Mk Il California into bends
always made me Minch, expect-
ing the usual amount of graun-
ching as cenire stand, fostboands,
etc, gouged up the Queen's pris-
tine tarmac, It never happenead.
The tidier underside profile of
the new frame makes a substan-
tial difference. The old Cali
handled well within the limits
imposed by its kiddie wheels.
The new one just handles
wall. - .

The brakes have changed
completely, but the systems fit-
ted represent the best available
for esch generation, My old
crapheap has a prgantic double-
sided, twin-leading-shoe front
gripper with a single-leading-
shoe drum at the back. When
adjusted properdy, the front
drem will stop a small lorry,
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Frag Fed fumblex fettfing the fuel

which is after all a feir descrip-
tion of the bike, The Mk II has
the highly-esteemed Guzzi lin-
ked braking sysiem operating
Brembo calipers onto cast iron

ctting dowm to the mitty-
gritty, the new mode] is
stylistically honest to

the image created by the
GT, althou it varies in
detail. The GT's armehair-like

opholstery Is perfect for one,
which was what it was designed
for. The Mk 1l has a comedy
compromise dedicated to givin

arse-ache to two closely-relate

individuals, Both bikes have full
dodgem car equipment in the

shape of spacious footboards
{allowing discerning owners like
me to ride in open-toed sandals)
and muscular fore-and-aft crash
hars.

Chromium plating sbounds
an the new Cali but | suspect it
may have just the same ten-
dency to convert into iron axide
crud as the brightwork on my
GT did many moons ago, This
year's panniers are volumimous,
useful and far less tarty than the
streamlined numbers that were
original equipment of mine,
These  days, Highway Pat-
rolpersons ride beind  tinted
screens. They used to cower
behind fibreglass handlebar fair-
ings, with slightly swept-back

sereens. Muodguards, which for
the sake of form we'll call fen-
ders, are de rigenr large. Iy
valaneed, decorative, Unlor-
tunately, ten years of produc-
tion econcmies mean that they
are made out of thinner steel
now. Pamt peels off 'em where
onge stove enamel chipped. . .

Despite -all the differences,
the improvements and flaws, the
Mk V100 California s
basically the same hike as the
GTA50 Cafifornia. While the
Japanese rarely seem toturn oul
any particular model for more
than ten manths, one section of
the Ita.han industry sccms to
have got away with the same
brew for over ten years. All [
can say is more power 1o the
Gurzi cl But you don't
have to take any notice of me,
I'm prejudiced.  Rower Willis
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